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Mogr ALBavGH calls the new ballot
law a death trap. Right he is. It is
the only thing that keeps the Kellexites
and that 1lk at the pie e mnter,

BeroRE thu Creeser gues 1) gaoting des
cigiona it thonld post np. Judge Doster
did not write the majority opinioa 1in
the Parker Hoghes case, He wrote the
dissenting opinion.

It may be pior consolation for former
candiduates to know that a msjority of
the vote s were for them and honestly
voted for them, but they were ruled ont
by a ballot law tnut shonld have been
entitled “An ect to suppress oppoeition
to ring rule"—Kinwa News-Review.

For a candidate who had the fixht
“‘won” two months ago, Ohester I. Long
is a mighty busy man, He is up till
midnight, every night, hearing reporta
from his ronnoers aod field riders. It is
eaid that Mr. Long hae the material for
a fine book, entitled, “Little Journeys to
the Homes of Doubtful Members—
Topeka Herald.

ToE attorneys for the Independent
committes say that tha statemeat in
the Cresset last we<k that Mr. Nixon
offered to reconnt the vote is falss. If
Mr. Nixon will make that proposition
over liig own s'gnatnre in the presence
of witnesees it will be aceepted so qnick
it will make his head awim If it is anc-
thiog on earth that the machine don't
want it is a reconnt. On that proposi-
tion they ara rowards,

Tue campaign after the election is
warmer than it was hefore election.
And in Kansas that is very proper.Kan-
888 peopla are not in the habit of beivg
ran over and whenever a minority nn-
dertakes to count ont & msjority there
is “something d +ing.” Oh, but you EAY,
we have the pawer and ecan do AnY—
thine. Bot yoau can’t. Yon may
defeat the people temporarily bat like
Banqno’s Ghost, they will not down.

Tuge Copeland connty politicians gen-
erally agree that tife tactics employed in
Barbar county to land & representative
pledeed 1o Chester [. Lonz for senator
will weaken Mr. Long., The enurts may
say that the Long candidate is entitled
to eight votesa which were never polled,
but the people, who are not versed in
the mysteries and technicalities of the
law, are saying that the transaction
smacks of frand. —Topeka Herald, Rep.

I¥ the republicans really and sincare-
ly believe that there were illegal votes
counted fur the Independent cardidates
there is s way to get at a correciion
withont resorting to a scheme to c¢ount
votes in another township which they
admit they did not receive, SBuppose, for
thesake of the argunment,it should be ad-
mitted that iillegal ballots were counted
at Lake City, doee that justify them in
committing fraud in Elwood? ls this
government founded on sueh a theory
ae thet? Ifa man had a horse stolen,
would that justify the feilow who enf-
fered the loss to steal some other horsc?
We deny that there wae an illegal vote
counted in Lake City, but if there waa
does that give & good reason why eight
more votea should be counted in El-
wood than were cast? Let every hoanest
man think over this proposition

CompLETE returns show that the
amendment te increase salaries of the
members of the legislature was defeated
after all and the state has been saved a
big sum of money. Da you see how nice
the principle of the referendum worke?
If this amecdment could haye been ad-
opted by the legislature it would have
passed, but when the people got & shot
at it, it went down. If they could get
& whack at the ballot law it would be
nowhere, and e0 with every obnoxiona
law. We hope the day will come when
every law passed by the legislature
must be submitted to the people it a giv-
en per cent demand it, before it be-
comes operative. Then will the taxpay-
er and voters find relief from the tyran.
ny heaped upon them by demagogues
in our legislatures, At present we have
the right to vote only on amendments,
It ought to extend to every measure,
and especially in casea whers purity in
politics and the safety of personal liberty
are involved.

SELF-GOVERNMENT PREFERABLE.

The attention of the editor of the
Oommoner has been called to an epi-
gram coined by & miaister in the counrse
of a sermon, namely: “Jelf gcvernment
is prefrable to good government.” The
phruse was used io defending the wis-
dom of the plan whereby man was
made a free moral agent and left to
chooee between good and evil, rather
than created as & perfect being or plac
ed in an environment which made sin
impossible. There ia no donbt that a
Creator capable of making a world conld
haye made man perfect and could have

relisved him of all temptation, bat in-
stead of tnat He placed man ina world
fall of temptation and made him re
sponsible for his conduct. Instead of be
ing placed nnder the arbitrary power of
som=one who would care for and pro-
tect him, he was left to govern himself
and made to suffer if he failed to govern
hirnselt well. We do not find fanlt with |
this arracgement of Providence nor do
we question the wisdom of the plan.

There is a very evident analogy b--
tween the self-government of the indi
vidoal aud tne docirine of self-zoveran-
ment in nations. As the individoal has
& right to make mistakes, the penalty
being suffering, so the people have a
right to make mistakes, paying the pen.
alty for lack of wisdom. In no other
way can peopls be tanght to take an ac-
tive and intelligent interest in public
affairs, and only by taking an interest
in pablic affairs can they perfect them-
eelves 1o the art of self-zovernment.

The people of the United States gov
ern themselves, and yes it is evident
that they make frequnent mi-takes. The
rapublicans asserted in 1898 that the
peoole would make & mistake if tney
elected the ticket nominsted by the
Chioago convention,and they further in
visted that a terrible panishment would
follow the mistake. The demncras,
on tha other hand assorted that the
peopie would meke & mistake if they
slected the republican ticker. Tiey ae
sert now that the people are suffering
from the mistake The reign of trusts is
a direct coneequence of the republ can
victory of 1896, and eo is ihe 1mperialis.
tic policy which has plunged this pa
tiou 1010 enormous expen-liture and led
it to appropriuate neariy forty tim-s ae
much for the army and navy a2 it ex-
pends on the department of agricnlture.
The repnblicans are constantly wesert
ing that the election of & democratic
preei lent in 1892 bronght hard times
and filled the country with soup houses
A mejority of the democrats are willing
to admit that the election reenlted in
mistakes, but they insist that the mis
takes of the democrats were made in
the sdop'ion of repablicen policies rath-
er thun the carryiog out of democ:atc
theories of government. But these in
Atances are cited only to show that we
recognizs the liability of people to make
mistakes, even wken so far advanced in
civilization ae the American p.ople rre
Who would be wi.liug to wevept foreign
domipation eveu if assnred thit such al
ien government wou!d be absoiney
free lrom error?

Wby not apply to the
same logic that we apply
Why not recogniza that they have a
right to self government, even if they
are liable to make mistake.? Why not
recogoiza that the punishment which
comes from those mistekes is in itief
an edocating inflaence? Why not recog-
nize that self government, with a!ll s
imperfections, will be better for the Fil-
ipinos than any ontside government
which could be forced upon them
agsinst their wili?

Not only 1a ‘self-government prefer-
able to good government,” but among
mortals with their eelfishness and short-
sightedness self government is likely to
be better than any irresponsible govern-
mant, Jfor no nation ean be selfish
enough to desire colonies and yet un-
eelish enough to govern them wisely.—
Bryao's Commoner.,

Filipioos the
to ourselve:?

THE charge made tnat five illezal
votes wers counted in Lake City tosn
ship for the Independent candidates is
falee. We are willing that the question
shall be pnt up to the snpreme court.

Tux Index connts it a compliment to
be dubbed a har by the devil’'s imp. For
& man who has had to swallow his own
vomit as olten as the poor fellow who
poses as the editor of the Cresset, has
bad to, it looks very silly for bhim to call

others liars, who always do substantiate
what they say.

Ir Mr. Nixon 18 so certain that he re-
ceived 18 votes in Elwood township,
why doee he not propose to recount that
township? If he will consent to that and
the yotes show up as he claims, the mat
ter will be settled without litigation,
But he won’t do it. Itis the office he
wants and it makes no difference what

&
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Everyone who heard Col. Ham listen!
On Dec. 2nd, you will have the privi-
lege of a lecturer who is Col. Ham’s
equal. Dr. Matt Hughes, one of the
greatest orators and lecturers in tbe
west, will deliver his famous lecture on
*“The American Pessimist.”’ In this
lecture you will have to laugh, think
and if you are an habitual pessimist
get very uneasy because of the way he
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Dr. Matt Hughes Lectures

December 2nd.

handles you. Dr. Hughes 18 just as
hard on the pessimist as Col. Ham was
on the snollygoster. A pruomineni man
has said, **I should hate to be a consist-
ent pessimist and collide with the cool,
conversational logic of Dr. Hughes. I
should be afraid of meeting the fate of
the cow on the railroad track.”

Much of his succeas lies in his style
and splendid flow of langusge. *“‘He

steps out to one side of his pulpit and
uocorks a flow of language uninter-
rupted.” He has a most splendid voice
and a very striking manner. He truly
18 & worthy man and fall able to follow
Col. Ham. Do not fail to hear him on
Tuesday night, Dec. 2n0d. Buy your
season tickets'at once. Let those who
live withiu ten miles of town buy tick-
ets.

LAW, MAYBE, BUT NOT SENSE.

The reported ruling of Judge Gillett
that the commissioners of Barber coun-
ty must certify to an errorin the elec-
tivn cuunt because they had no night
to 2o back of the returns may be law,
but it certaiuly is not sense.

There is no question thas only forty-
nine votes were cast in Elwood pre-
cioct, nor is there any gquestion that
Nixon recelved only ton yotes for Rep-
resentative. But the election board
made an error on the tally sheet by
which Nixon was given eighteen votes
although the members of the election
board and all others who were inter-
ested in the election of Elwood say
that Nixon i8 given credit for eight
more votes than he received and they
all agree that the returns show a to-
tal vote of fifty-seven, wheu the poll
books show Lhat only forty-nine per-
sons voled.

T'he county commissioners corrected
the error and declared the election of
Walker for Representative by a ma-
jority of five. Nixoun then asked Judge
Gillett to compel the commissioners
Lo follow the face of the returns, mis-
take aud all, and the judge did so on
the ground that the commissioners
could not go back of the returns.

Possibly Judge Gillett is right.
sibly the Supreme court will sustain

him. That being the case Judege Gil
lett’'s ruling is law. DBut the public
will never believe that 1t is sense.—
Topeka Herald. Repuulican,

We would like to ask every republi-
ecan in Barber county to read this be-
cause iL comes from the mest eminent
republican authority in the state.

The Herald might have added that
whatever 18 not sense ought not to be
law.

THE INTENTION OF THE VOTER.

Since the election i3 over, leading
men in polities throughout the state
have gone Lo criticising the new ballot
law. From returuns co far received, it
is agreed by all parties that trom 30,000
to 45,000 ballots cast were not counted.
The intention of the voter in these re-
jected ballots was plain, but the law is
80 hedged about with technicalities
that there were grounds for Lhrowing
them aside.

Everybody admits that these vyotes
should haye been counted. Gov.Balley,
a republican, the newly elected chief
magistrate, is quoted as saying so and
in fact the leading attorneys ot the
county and state say so. The senti-
ment 18 universal., The legislature.
although strongly repnblican, will be
forced to restore in part at least, Lhe
right of franchise. Many of them have
already pledged themselves in favor of
it and those whostill stand forthe other
thing will be compelled to come down
on accounut of public indignatiova. 1e
intention ot the voter has always gov-
erned heretofore: The highest court
has s0 held repeatediv. Itis a princi-
ple founded on honesty and justice and
this year ought not to be made an ex-
ception. The fundamental prineiple up-
01 which freedom is based is theex-
tension of the right of franchise. What
does it matter what we may think on
public questions if we can not get our
votes connted?

That sort of thing may be tolerated
10 the ignorant districts of New York
where men are herded like sheep, but
here in Kansas It can not last.

Pos-

Bex WapsworTH received eight votes
for commis.ioner in Elwood township.
Penple down that way recognzed him
as fit for a good official snd they showed
it by votiog for him even if it conld not
be counted.—Cresast,

If that ie true, those eight republican
ballote are all void nnder that intamous
ballot law. yet they were countea for
the entire republican ticket, Again
bhow is it t:at you claim only eignht
votes for Wadeworth in that precioct
and eighteen for Nixon, when the tal-
lies appeared in the eame column in
each instance? Frand? Well we should

guess, yes.
Call on A. M. Houchin for 7 per cent

methods are employed to get it.

farm loans.

Clothing

and Underwear.

Do you want Clothing.
If you do come to us
and save one-third in price.

J. D. Fair & Son.

IT'S A GO.

In behalf of Nixon, the defeated re-
publican candidate for representative,
the Cresset, his ofticial mouth piece,
proposes a recount. That is just what
the Independent people have been
wanting and if the republican machine
is sincere this matter can be speedily
gettled out of court. And if the re-
count takes place and is conducted
fairly, it should include every otler
county officer. It would not only show
the election of H. C. Walker by a large
majority but all the other Independent
candidates excepling two.

But we are inclived to think that the
‘“‘proposition™ Is a mere bluff. They
don’t want a re count unless they are
given power to throw out ballots mark-
ed in the Independent column. That
thing won’t be tolerated for a single
moment. The machine may as well be
given to understand now as later that
the people of Barber county are going
to put an end to this thing of stealing
elections. They are mightily interest-
ed. They are going down into their
pockets to fight for their rnights and
when men from all over the county
take that much interest something is
liable to drop. If republicans are to be
seated in the face cf the fact that other
candidates receive the highest number
of votea, there is no further use of go-
1ng to the expense of holding elections.
Simply let a few bosses fix it up and
put it through a packed convention
and let the people pay the taxes. Are
you for that kind of government? If
not, get in with the multitudes now,
who want an honest count.

READY TO REPEAL IT,

T'he Repablican leaders have decided

tu repeal the ballot law at the coming
session of the legislature. 1t has done

its dirty work, accomplished its ne-
farious purpose and is of no further
use.

To face another election with this
iniguitous measure to defend 18 not a
pleasing prospect for the party in
power. From ope end of the state to
$he other come only criticism and de-
nunciation of this law.

Perhaps the buneficiaries may be sat-
isfied with its workings but there are
cases where 1ts rigid interpretation has
cost Republicans an office. They
threaten to contest and attack the law.

The real intent of the repealers is to
rescue their party from fature penl.
Kusion having been outlawed and the
Populist driven to one of the old
parties, there is nolonger need of an
unfair law. Not only must the party
defend it unless repealed, but its work-
ings hereafter will hurt the majority
more than the minority. Like all un-
just methods it will come home to roost
if left on statute books.

Under its provision there will be no
more splitting among opposition voters.
Itdrove the oprosition togetber this
year to some extent but not so perfectly
as it will next time because it required
one election to give the votersan ob-

L

ject lesson.

Next election the Republicans al-
ready realize that a split is more likely
in their own ranks than in those of the
Democracy and to protect themselves
against the disfranchisement contained
in the law they will repeal it.

It would be pleasant to believe that
this repeal idea sprang from a sense
of justice, but it will be a Jjong time
before the Republican machine in Kan-
sas will inspire confidence in its fair-
ness —Wichita Beacon.

Tine big half of tne Cresset and the
little eixteenth ehould get together.
Aceording to Judge Lester Rey, Dibbens
got five democratic votes to two rapubli-
cane, but Lorton saye that no democrats
voted for Dibbens at all.

Tie Parker-Hugzhes caxe, cited by the
machine to jastify themselves in trying
to ¢ :nnt Nixon in, has no application to
their case. Beeider, the very decision
cited did not give the office to Parker
end it does rot giva it to Nixon.

Don’t fail to hear Dr. Hughes Dee.
Zona. Buy your season tickets now,

1lowe & Burton for up-to-date mil-
linery. Dress making in connection.

Kansas farms for sale. by \; C. Al-
ford, at Hazelton, Kans., at reasonable
prices.

List your farms for sale with A. M.

Houchin, Ile has more buyers than
sellers.

Hall Hdw. Co. have a few light Tieer-
ing mowers at a very low price, to close
out.

A TEN PAGE DAILY,
The Topeka State Journal’s New Fast Printing
Machine.

The Topeka State Journal has just in-
stalled & new double deck Goss perfect-
ing printing press, declared the hand-
somist, fastest and most modern print-
ing machine in Kansas., Its capacity is
25,000 complete ten page papers an
hour—about six copies a second, or half
that many sixteen or twenty page papers
printed and folded.

The paper is now the largest daily in
the state, ten pages, with sixteen on
Saturdays, giving its readers more news
than any other Kansas daily.

Iis serviece includes the full leased wire
report of the Associated Press, a large
amount of state, railroad, political,
sporting and general news; a splendid
telegraphic market report; entertaining
selections of short stories, humorous
articles and many special features of
interest to women.

Following the November election soon
comes the session of the legislature which
will be fully reported.

If you wish the news carefully and
impartially told and interesting reading
send for the Topeka Daily State Journal
delivered by mail for thirty cents a
month, ninety cents for three months,
21.80 for six months. Address:

TOPEKA STATE JOURNAL,

Topeks, Kansas,
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